Te Marua Golf Club – June 2010 Newsletter
Message from the Club Captain

Murphy’s law has kicked in well and truly!!!

A short while back, I commented on the great spell of weather, increased activity on the course and a positive income stream resulting. Well, how things can change – a very wet May has put a damper on all of the above and as we come into the wintry period, less daylight will be available for that game of golf.

In addition, it appears the wet weather has made a lot of us less tolerant of late too – the winter blues perhaps?
There is a mention later in the newsletter covering several topics- namely slow play, turning up for tee off times, booking tee times but not using them and complaints. All will be food for thought for some of you if not all, suffice to say, with a touch of tolerance most things will pale into comparison of every day life and the challenges that it brings. Golf is supposed to be enjoyable – not create any of us stress!
The course itself is looking pretty good. Dave Sully and his team are doing a good job with upkeep, but this too is proving difficult and no doubt as some have observed – the grass keeps growing – very hard to mow when it’s sodden.

We’ve been lucky with flooding or lack of it, and our course has been open for play. Notably some other clubs have already had to close for more than one day just because of the underfoot conditions.

Thanks to all those club members who expressed concern and enquired about my health when not quite 100% recently. I’m on the mend now and looking forward to much more golfing.

At it’s regular monthly meeting, your Committee reviews the current ‘state of affairs’ and either endorses or amends as required. Presently, we are under budget and living within our means. Suffice to say, the winter is typically slower for us from a revenue perspective, so we will be closely watching expenditure throughout this period. Members and visitors are to be thanked for their support of our club shop, it all helps!

Good Golfing

Terry Carter
What’s HAPPENED …….

VALLEY CHALLENGE GAME 1
Your Te Marua team competed at Manor Park and have gone one game up in the best of two, with overall points counting towards making the finals. This is our first time in the ‘Challenge’ after joining the passport scheme. A good time was had by all, with the return match scheduled for October at TMGC.
MENS INTERCLUB 36 HOLE TEAM
Your top men’s team has now finished the season and achieved their goal of staying in the Waikanae Cup Division 2 – thankfully not in relegation zone. They managed to finished 4th of the 7 team division. This was a good effort given that 3 of the top 5 players from the prior year, plus a couple of likely up and comers were not available this year largely due to relocating out of area. 

The rest of the men’s interclub 18 hole divisions are still competing with the teams performing well, albeit most experiencing player shortages regular – a sign of the times perhaps?

JUNIOR TO THE FORE
TMGC Junior member, Leigeon Tumataroa was part of the winning 3 person Upper Hut College team that won the Mark Brown cup recently, beating Sacred Heart Girls in the final. Well done Leeg!

THE GOLF PASSPORT 
Has been renewed for another year and the new card runs from 1st April 2010 to 31 March 2011. Available to full playing members, please make sure that you collect your new card from the shop, as the old one will not be redeemable now and should be destroyed.  

THE CHILD CANCER FOUNDATION GOLF CLASSIC 
Held in April, it was enjoyed by all participants and is a great fundraiser for the Child Cancer Foundation. The Club is proud to assist Gillies and Mark Real Estate in hosting this annual event. 

WATER INTAKE SYSTEM
Members will have noticed the activity on #9 over recent months. The large water intake pump was removed and sent to Christchurch for repairs and the pipe system has been cleaned of the debris which had clogged it up by the numerous floods over the last few years.  Estimated repair costs are some $6k.
What’s HAPPENING...........

SLOW PLAY

This has been a problem on a number of occasions over the last several weeks, particularly on Sundays. 
In some cases it has been visitors, in others members.  As has been pointed out by a couple of our members, it is every player’s responsibility to make sure they keep up with the group in front. Here are a couple of tips to help you meet that responsibility.

· Within the bounds of safety, walk directly to your ball

· Be ready to play as soon as it is your turn

· If there is a possibility that your ball may be lost OUTSIDE A HAZARD, then play a provisional. It is much easier to – and quicker - to pick up the extra ball than it is to go back to play another ball. 

· Play YOUR SHOT before you go help another player look for a lost ball. (If doing so means playing ‘out of turn’ in matchplay, ask your opponent if it’s OK to play.) 

· Walk briskly between shots – remember, one of the benefits of golf is the exercise.

· From the 1st, a group of 4 should reach #5 tee within 1 hr, #10 in under 2 hrs, #14 in under 3 hrs and complete their round within 4 hrs. Do your best to ensure you meet or better these guidelines 

· Monitor the group behind – if you have lost a par 4 fairway on the group in front and players behind you are repeatedly having to wait, then please let that group play through.
Finally, do your best to develop your patience – we all play golf to different levels of ability, hit the ball different distances and in different directions but above all, we all want to enjoy our golf. Being stuck behind a slower group is no fun. And being hassled by the group behind is no fun either so please do your bit to meet your responsibilities and keep up with the group in front.
START TIMES
Being late to the tee can be a major contributor to slow play. It only takes one group to be a minute or two late and the ripple effect has begun. Starting at TMGC #1 is often a challenge and if all players in a group have a bad experience, then that is obviously going to slow things down a bit. Please try and ensure you are on the course, ready to start at least 10 – 15 minutes prior to your allocated tee off time.

1-TEE START
Unless warranted by special circumstances - which would usually be identified and notified well in advance of play starting – Saturdays and Sundays are 1-Tee start days and all play is to start from #1 Tee. The primary reason for the 1-Tee start is to allow the greens to be mowed ahead of play and thereby provide the best possible conditions to all members. Under no circumstances are players to take it upon themselves to start on an alternate tee and permission to do so must be obtained from the staff member on duty at the shop. In the event that you do go off an alternate tee, please give way to greens staff who may be still mowing.

BOOKING TEE TIMES
The on-line booking system is available to members 7-days in advance of the intended play. Members are given priority booking until the Thursday of that week after which time available timeslots will be ‘sold’ to visitors. Please ensure you book early to avoid disappointment. If you do book and change your mind, please cancel your booking through the on-line booking system asap. If you are unable to do so, please contact the shop and ask for your booking to be cancelled. 

COMPLAINTS
From time to time, we receive complaints about various aspects of our club for whatever reason, some quite justified, others not so.

If you have a complaint, then these should be addressed to the Committee in the first instance.

It is not desirable that a complaint be directed to our staff about events or situations on the golf course. They are acting under directives from the Committee, so if you have issues with process, procedures and events, please direct your concerns to the Committee – preferably in writing.

What’s ABOUT TO HAPPEN……

EVENTS

20th June – R1 of Men’s Strokeplay Champs (4 rounds over 4 weeks), 

also the Don Hazlett for Junior age players

4th & 11th July – R1 Men’s matchplay QUALIFYING (2 rounds over 2 weeks)

8th August – R1 Women’s Matchplay Champs
MID WINTER XMAS DINNER & QUIZ NITE – Open to All Members, Partners and Friends!!
Sunday 27th June – As proposed by the caterers and supported by your Committee, this will be a good opportunity to dust off your Santa hats/earrings and enjoy some mid year festivities not to mention some great food and a trivia quiz afterwards. The cost of the meal is $25 per person and can be booked through the shop, but no later than 23rd June. The bar will be open and the trivia quiz will run straight after the meal for about an hour or so for those that want to participate. Teams of about 3 – 6 and there will be a few prizes on offer. In addition, bring a few dollars and play ‘Petes Wheel’ – you never know – you might get lucky !!! In past years we’ve coincided with a golf event, but due the potential of inclement weather, we thought we’d leave the golf up to you on the day players choice.
SRIXON PAIRS
28th August – This best ball pair’s stableford competition is open to both mixed and same player pairs and is a fundraiser for our Club. We hope you support this and that we get a full field. So come on and put that date in your diary now. More detail to follow next month.

DOGS ON THE COURSE POLICY 
Your committee is currently debating an updated policy to cover dogs on the course, both while accompanying players and for after hours. It is hoped to have the final details confirmed at the late June meeting after which the policy will be put in place.

WOMENS GOLF

All weekend women are invited to participate in our field day on 25th July. Approx tee times from 10.30am. A stroke competition will be played on the day to determine the qualifiers for the club championship. Stableford and nett prizes available. 

The Ladies Open Day that was scheduled for the 21st August, will now be held on Saturday 4th September. More details in the next newsletter. Please note the change in your programme books.
JUNIOR GOLF

The Club will be holding an Ambrose tournament later in the year for all club members to participate in to help fund and support Junior golf development for 2011 at Te Marua. More details later.
DID you know?
WHAKATIKI ENGINEERING  – #5 New Advertiser and Club Members. 

For all your general engineering and structural steel work talk to Murray and the team at Whakatiki Engineering, Jupiter Grove, Upper Hutt.  
Please support our sponsors!  

